Readings & Psalms
for Private Prayer in Holy Week

Discretion, Piety, Charity, and Prudence instruct Christian at the Palace Beautiful.
From John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, engraved by Dalziel Borthers, c.1894.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much
fruit.
St John 12.24

Palm Sunday
Morning Prayer
Psalter
Psalm 61
HEAR my crying, O God : give ear unto my prayer.
2 From the ends of the earth will I call upon thee: when my heart is in
heaviness.
3 O set me up upon the rock that is higher than I: for thou hast been my
hope, and a strong tower for me against the enemy.
4 I will dwell in thy tabernacle for ever : and my trust shall be under the
covering of thy wings.
5 For thou, O Lord, hast heard my desires : and hast given an heritage
unto those that fear thy Name.
6 Thou shalt grant the King a long life : that his years may endure
throughout all generations.
7 He shall dwell before God for ever : O prepare thy loving mercy and
faithfulness, that they may preserve him.
8 So will I always sing praise unto thy Name : that I may daily perform my
vows.
Psalm 62
MY soul truly waiteth still upon God : for of him cometh my salvation.
2 He verily is my strength and my salvation : he is my defence, so that I
shall not greatly fall.
3 How long will ye imagine mischief against every man : ye shall be slain
all the sort of you; yea, as a tottering wall shall ye be, and like a broken
hedge.
4 Their device is only how to put him out whom God will exalt : their
delight is in lies; they give good words with their mouth, but curse with
their heart.
5 Nevertheless, my soul, wait thou still upon God : for my hope is in him.
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6 He truly is my strength and my salvation : he is my defence, so that I
shall not fall.
7 In God is my health, and my glory : the rock of my might, and in God is
my trust.
8 O put your trust in him alway, ye people : pour out your hearts before
him, for God is our hope.
9 As for the children of men, they are but vanity : the children of men are
deceitful upon the weights, they are altogether lighter than vanity itself.
10 O trust not in wrong and robbery, give not yourselves unto vanity : if
riches increase, set not your heart upon them.
11 God spake once, and twice I have also heard the same : that power
belongeth unto God;
12 And that thou, Lord, art merciful : for thou rewardest every man
according to his work.
Old Testament
Isaiah 42.1-9
Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul
delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to
the Gentiles. He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard
in the street. A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax
shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. He shall
not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the
isles shall wait for his law.
Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched
them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of
it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that
walk therein: I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold
thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the
people, for a light of the Gentiles; To open the blind eyes, to bring out
the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the
prison house. I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not
give to another, neither my praise to graven images. Behold, the former
things are come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they spring
forth I tell you of them.
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New Testament
1 Corinthians 2.1-12
And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech
or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I
determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him
crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much
trembling. And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words
of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That
your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of
God. Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not
the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to
nought: But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden
wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: Which
none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But as it is written, Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath
revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea,
the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save
the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no
man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the
world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that
are freely given to us of God.
Evening Prayer
Psalter
Psalm 69.1-20
SAVE me, O God : for the waters are come in, even unto my soul.
2 I stick fast in the deep mire, where no ground is : I am come into deep
waters, so that the floods run over me.
3 I am weary of crying; my throat is dry : my sight faileth me for waiting
so long upon my God.
4 They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my
head : they that are mine enemies, and would destroy me guiltless, are
mighty.
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5 I paid them the things that I never took : God, thou knowest my
simpleness, and my faults are not hid from thee.
6 Let not them that trust in thee, O Lord God of hosts, be ashamed for
my cause : let not those
that seek thee be confounded through me, O Lord God of Israel.
7 And why? for thy sake have I suffered reproof : shame hath covered my
face.
8 I am become a stranger unto my brethren : even an alien unto my
mother's children.
9 For the zeal of thine house hath even eaten me: and the rebukes of
them that rebuked thee are fallen upon me.
10 I wept, and chastened myself with fasting : and that was turned to my
reproof.
11 I put on sackcloth also : and they jested upon me.
12 They that sit in the gate speak against me : and the drunkards make
songs upon me.
13 But, Lord, I make my prayer unto thee : in an acceptable time.
14 Hear me, O God, in the multitude of thy mercy : even in the truth of
thy salvation.
15 Take me out of the mire, that I sink not : O let me be delivered from
them that hate me, and out of the deep waters.
16 Let not the water-flood drown me, neither let the deep swallow me
up : and let not the pit shut her mouth upon me.
17 Hear me, O Lord, for thy loving-kindness is comfortable : turn thee
unto me according to the multitude of thy mercies.
18 And hide not thy face from thy servant, for I am in trouble : O haste
thee, and hear me.
19 Draw nigh unto my soul, and save it : O deliver me, because of mine
enemies.
20 Thou hast known my reproof, my shame, and my dishonour : mine
adversaries are all in thy sight.
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Old Testament
Isaiah 5.1-7
Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his
vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: And he
fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the
choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a
winepress therein: and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it
brought forth wild grapes. And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men
of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. What could have
been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore,
when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild
grapes? And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I will
take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and break down the
wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down: And I will lay it waste: it shall
not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: I
will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For the
vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of
Judah his pleasant plant: and he looked for judgment, but behold
oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.
New Testament
Mark 12.1-12
And he began to speak unto them by parables. A certain man planted a
vineyard, and set an hedge about it, and digged a place for the winefat,
and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far
country. And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a servant, that he
might receive from the husbandmen of the fruit of the vineyard. And
they caught him, and beat him, and sent him away empty. And again he
sent unto them another servant; and at him they cast stones, and
wounded him in the head, and sent him away shamefully handled. And
again he sent another; and him they killed, and many others; beating
some, and killing some. Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he
sent him also last unto them, saying, They will reverence my son. But
those husbandmen said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us
kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours.' And they took him, and killed
him, and cast him out of the vineyard. What shall therefore the lord of
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the vineyard do? he will come and destroy the husbandmen, and will give
the vineyard unto others. And have ye not read this scripture; The stone
which the builders rejected is become the head of the corner: This was
the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? And they sought to lay
hold on him, but feared the people: for they knew that he had spoken the
parable against them: and they left him, and went their way.

Monday of Holy Week
Morning Prayer
Psalter
Psalm 41
BLESSED is he that considereth the poor and needy : the Lord shall
deliver him in the time of trouble.
2 The Lord preserve him, and keep him alive, that he may be blessed
upon earth : and deliver not thou him into the will of his enemies.
3 The Lord comfort him, when he lieth sick upon his bed : make thou all
his bed in his sickness.
4 I said, Lord, be merciful unto me : heal my soul, for I have sinned against
thee.
5 Mine enemies speak evil of me : When shall he die, and his name perish?
6 And if he come to see me, he speaketh vanity: and his heart conceiveth
falsehood within himself, and when he cometh forth he telleth it.
7 All mine enemies whisper together against me: even against me do they
imagine this evil.
8 Let the sentence of guiltiness proceed against him : and now that he
lieth, let him rise up no more.
9 Yea, even mine own familiar friend, whom I trusted : who did also eat of
my bread, hath laid great wait for me.
10 But be thou merciful unto me, O Lord : raise thou me up again, and I
shall reward them.
11 By this I know thou favourest me : that mine enemy doth not triumph
against me.
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12 And when I am in my health, thou upholdest me : and shalt set me
before thy face for ever.
13 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel : world without end. Amen.
Old Testament
Lamentations 1.1-12a
How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of people! how is she become
as a widow! she that was great among the nations, and princess among
the provinces, how is she become tributary! She weepeth sore in the
night, and her tears are on her cheeks: among all her lovers she hath
none to comfort her: all her friends have dealt treacherously with her,
they are become her enemies. Judah is gone into captivity because of
affliction, and because of great servitude: she dwelleth among the
heathen, she findeth no rest: all her persecutors overtook her between
the straits. The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to the
solemn feasts: all her gates are desolate: her priests sigh, her virgins are
afflicted, and she is in bitterness. Her adversaries are the chief, her
enemies prosper; for the LORD hath afflicted her for the multitude of
her transgressions: her children are gone into captivity before the enemy.
And from the daughter of Zion all her beauty is departed: her princes are
become like harts that find no pasture, and they are gone without
strength before the pursuer. Jerusalem remembered in the days of her
affliction and of her miseries all her pleasant things that she had in the
days of old, when her people fell into the hand of the enemy, and none
did help her: the adversaries saw her, and did mock at her sabbaths.
Jerusalem hath grievously sinned; therefore she is removed: all that
honoured her despise her, because they have seen her nakedness: yea, she
sigheth, and turneth backward. Her filthiness is in her skirts; she
remembereth not her last end; therefore she came down wonderfully:
she had no comforter. O LORD, behold my affliction: for the enemy hath
magnified himself. The adversary hath spread out his hand upon all her
pleasant things: for she hath seen that the heathen entered into her
sanctuary, whom thou didst command that they should not enter into thy
congregation. All her people sigh, they seek bread; they have given their
pleasant things for meat to relieve the soul: see, O LORD, and consider;
for I am become vile. Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?
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New Testament
St John 12.1-11
Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus
was, which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead. There they
made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that
sat at the table with him. Then took Mary a pound of ointment of
spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet
with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.
Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which should
betray him, Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and
given to the poor? This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but
because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein.
Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she
kept this. For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not
always. Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was there: and
they came not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also,
whom he had raised from the dead. But the chief priests consulted that
they might put Lazarus also to death; Because that by reason of him many
of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus.
Evening Prayer
Psalter
Psalm 25
UNTO thee, O Lord, will I lift up my soul; my God, I have put my trust in
thee : O let me not be confounded, neither let mine enemies triumph
over me.
2 For all they that hope in thee shall not be ashamed : but such as
transgress without a cause shall be put to confusion.
3 Shew me thy ways, O Lord : and teach me thy paths.
4 Lead me forth in thy truth, and learn me : for thou art the God of my
salvation; in thee hath been my hope all the day long.
5 Call to remembrance, O Lord, thy tender mercies : and thy lovingkindnesses, which have been ever of old.
6 O remember not the sins and offences of my youth : but according to
thy mercy think thou upon me, O Lord, for thy goodness.
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7 Gracious and righteous is the Lord : therefore will he teach sinners in
the way.
8 Them that are meek shall he guide in judgement : and such as are
gentle, them shall he learn his way.
9 All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth : unto such as keep his
covenant and his testimonies.
10 For thy Name's sake, O Lord : be merciful unto my sin, for it is great.
11 What man is he that feareth the Lord : him shall he teach in the way
that he shall choose.
12 His soul shall dwell at ease : and his seed shall inherit the land.
13 The secret of the Lord is among them that fear him : and he will shew
them his covenant.
14 Mine eyes are ever looking unto the Lord : for he shall pluck my feet
out of the net.
15 Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me : for I am desolate and in
misery.
16 The sorrows of my heart are enlarged : O bring thou me out of my
troubles.
17 Look upon my adversity and misery : and forgive me all my sin.
18 Consider mine enemies, how many they are : and they bear a
tyrannous hate against me.
19 O keep my soul, and deliver me : let me not be confounded, for I have
put my trust in thee.
20 Let perfectness and righteous dealing wait upon me : for my hope
hath been in thee.
21 Deliver Israel, O God : out of all his troubles.
Old Testament
Lamentations 2.8-19
The LORD hath purposed to destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion:
he hath stretched out a line, he hath not withdrawn his hand from
destroying: therefore he made the rampart and the wall to lament; they
languished together. Her gates are sunk into the ground; he hath
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destroyed and broken her bars: her king and her princes are among the
Gentiles: the law is no more; her prophets also find no vision from the
LORD. The elders of the daughter of Zion sit upon the ground, and keep
silence: they have cast up dust upon their heads; they have girded
themselves with sackcloth: the virgins of Jerusalem hang down their
heads to the ground. Mine eyes do fail with tears, my bowels are
troubled, my liver is poured upon the earth, for the destruction of the
daughter of my people; because the children and the sucklings swoon in
the streets of the city. They say to their mothers, Where is corn and
wine? when they swooned as the wounded in the streets of the city,
when their soul was poured out into their mothers' bosom. What thing
shall I take to witness for thee? what thing shall I liken to thee, O
daughter of Jerusalem? what shall I equal to thee, that I may comfort
thee, O virgin daughter of Zion? for thy breach is great like the sea: who
can heal thee? Thy prophets have seen vain and foolish things for thee:
and they have not discovered thine iniquity, to turn away thy captivity; but
have seen for thee false burdens and causes of banishment. All that pass
by clap their hands at thee; they hiss and wag their head at the daughter
of Jerusalem, saying, Is this the city that men call The perfection of beauty,
The joy of the whole earth? All thine enemies have opened their mouth
against thee: they hiss and gnash the teeth: they say, We have swallowed
her up: certainly this is the day that we looked for; we have found, we
have seen it. The LORD hath done that which he had devised; he hath
fulfilled his word that he had commanded in the days of old: he hath
thrown down, and hath not pitied: and he hath caused thine enemy to
rejoice over thee, he hath set up the horn of thine adversaries. Their
heart cried unto the LORD, O wall of the daughter of Zion, let tears run
down like a river day and night: give thyself no rest; let not the apple of
thine eye cease. Arise, cry out in the night: in the beginning of the
watches pour out thine heart like water before the face of the LORD: lift
up thy hands toward him for the life of thy young children, that faint for
hunger in the top of every street.
New Testament
Colossians 1.18-23
And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.
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For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; And, having
made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things
unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in
heaven. And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your
mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled In the body of his
flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and
unreproveable in his sight: If ye continue in the faith grounded and
settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye
have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under
heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

Tuesday of Holy Week
Morning Prayer
Psalter
Psalm 27
THE Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear : the Lord
is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid?
2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to
eat up my flesh : they stumbled and fell.
3 Though an host of men were laid against me, yet shall not my heart be
afraid : and though there rose up war against me, yet will I put my trust in
him.
4 One thing have I desired of the Lord, which I will require : even that I
may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the
fair beauty of the Lord, and to visit his temple.
5 For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his tabernacle : yea, in the
secret place of his dwelling shall he hide me, and set me up upon a rock
of stone.
6 And now shall he lift up mine head : above mine enemies round about
me.
7 Therefore will I offer in his dwelling an oblation with great gladness : I
will sing, and speak praises unto the Lord.
8 Hearken unto my voice, O Lord, when I cry unto thee : have mercy
upon me, and hear me.
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9 My heart hath talked of thee, Seek ye my face : Thy face, Lord, will I
seek.
10 O hide not thou thy face from me : nor cast thy servant away in
displeasure.
11 Thou hast been my succour : leave me not, neither forsake me, O God
of my salvation.
12 When my father and my mother forsake me : the Lord taketh me up.
13 Teach me thy way, O Lord : and lead me in the right way, because of
mine enemies.
14 Deliver me not over into the will of mine adversaries : for there are
false witnesses risen up against me, and such as speak wrong.
15 I should utterly have fainted : but that I believe verily to see the
goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.
16 O tarry thou the Lord's leisure : be strong, and he shall comfort thine
heart; and put thou thy trust in the Lord.
Old Testament
Lamentations 3.1-18
I AM the man that hath seen affliction by the rod of his wrath. He hath
led me, and brought me into darkness, but not into light. Surely against
me is he turned; he turneth his hand against me all the day. My flesh and
my skin hath he made old; he hath broken my bones. He hath builded
against me, and compassed me with gall and travail. He hath set me in
dark places, as they that be dead of old. He hath hedged me about, that I
cannot get out: he hath made my chain heavy. Also when I cry and shout,
he shutteth out my prayer. He hath inclosed my ways with hewn stone,
he hath made my paths crooked. He was unto me as a bear lying in wait,
and as a lion in secret places. He hath turned aside my ways, and pulled
me in pieces: he hath made me desolate. He hath bent his bow, and set
me as a mark for the arrow. He hath caused the arrows of his quiver to
enter into my reins. I was a derision to all my people; and their song all
the day. He hath filled me with bitterness, he hath made me drunken
with wormwood. He hath also broken my teeth with gravel stones, he
hath covered me with ashes. And thou hast removed my soul far off
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from peace: I forgat prosperity. And I said, My strength and my hope is
perished from the LORD:
New Testament
St John 12.20-36
And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship at
the feast: The same came therefore to Philip, which was of Bethsaida of
Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus. Philip cometh
and telleth Andrew: and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus. And Jesus
answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be
glorified. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.
He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world
shall keep it unto life eternal. If any man serve me, let him follow me; and
where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will
my Father honour. Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father,
save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour. Father,
glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both
glorified it, and will glorify it again. The people therefore, that stood by,
and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to him.
Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for your
sakes. Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this
world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men
unto me. This he said, signifying what death he should die. The people
answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for
ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this
Son of man? Then Jesus said unto them,Yet a little while is the light with
you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he
that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. While ye have
light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things
spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them.
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Evening Prayer
Psalter
Psalm 55.13-24
13 Neither was it mine adversary, that did magnify himself against me :
for then peradventure I would have hid myself from him.
14 But it was even thou, my companion : my guide, and mine own familiar
friend.
15 We took sweet counsel together : and walked in the house of God as
friends.
16 Let death come hastily upon them, and let them go down quick into
hell : for wickedness is in their dwellings, and among them.
17 As for me, I will call upon God : and the Lord shall save me.
18 In the evening, and morning, and at noon-day will I pray, and that
instantly : and he shall hear my voice.
19 It is he that hath delivered my soul in peace from the battle that was
against me : for there were many with me.
20 Yea, even God, that endureth for ever, shall hear me, and bring them
down : for they will not turn, nor fear God.
21 He laid his hands upon such as be at peace with him : and he brake his
covenant.
22 The words of his mouth were softer than butter, having war in his
heart : his words were smoother than oil, and yet be they very swords.
23 O cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall nourish thee : and shall
not suffer the righteous to fall for ever.
24 And as for them : thou, O God, shalt bring them into the pit of
destruction.
Old Testament
Lamentations 3.40-51
Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the LORD. Let us lift
up our heart with our hands unto God in the heavens. We have
transgressed and have rebelled: thou hast not pardoned. Thou hast
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covered with anger, and persecuted us: thou hast slain, thou hast not
pitied. Thou hast covered thyself with a cloud, that our prayer should not
pass through. Thou hast made us as the offscouring and refuse in the
midst of the people. All our enemies have opened their mouths against
us. Fear and a snare is come upon us, desolation and destruction. Mine
eye runneth down with rivers of water for the destruction of the
daughter of my people. Mine eye trickleth down, and ceaseth not,
without any intermission. Till the LORD look down, and behold from
heaven. Mine eye affecteth mine heart because of all the daughters of my
city.
New Testament
Galatians 6.11-end
Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand.
As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to
be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of
Christ. For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law;
but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh. But
God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. For in
Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision,
but a new creature. And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be
on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. From henceforth let no
man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.
Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

Wednesday of Holy Week
Morning Prayer
Psalter
Psalm 102
HEAR my prayer, O Lord : and let my crying come unto thee.
2 Hide not thy face from me in the time of my trouble : incline thine ear
unto me when I call; O hear me, and that right soon.
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3 For my days are consumed away like smoke : and my bones are burnt
up as it were a fire-brand.
4 My heart is smitten down, and withered like grass : so that I forget to
eat my bread.
5 For the voice of my groaning : my bones will scarce cleave to my flesh.
6 I am become like a pelican in the wilderness : and like an owl that is in
the desert.
7 I have watched, and am even as it were a sparrow : that sitteth alone
upon the house-top.
8 Mine enemies revile me all the day long : and they that are mad upon
me are sworn together against me.
9 For I have eaten ashes as it were bread : and mingled my drink with
weeping;
10 And that because of thine indignation and wrath : for thou hast taken
me up, and cast me down.
11 My days are gone like a shadow : and I am withered like grass.
12 But thou, O Lord, shalt endure for ever : and thy remembrance
throughout all generations.
13 Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Sion : for it is time that thou
have mercy upon her, yea, the time is come.
14 And why? thy servants think upon her stones: and it pitieth them to
see her in the dust.
15 The heathen shall fear thy Name, O Lord : and all the kings of the
earth thy majesty;
16 When the Lord shall build up Sion : and when his glory shall appear;
17 When he turneth him unto the prayer of the poor destitute : and
despiseth not their desire.
18 This shall be written for those that come after: and the people which
shall be born shall praise the Lord.
19 For he hath looked down from his sanctuary : out of the heaven did
the Lord behold the earth;
20 That he might hear the mournings of such as are in captivity : and
deliver the children appointed unto death;
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21 That they may declare the Name of the Lord in Sion : and his worship
at Jerusalem;
22 When the people are gathered together : and the kingdoms also, to
serve the Lord.
23 He brought down my strength in my journey: and shortened my days.
24 But I said, O my God, take me not away in the midst of mine age : as
for thy years, they endure throughout all generations.
25 Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth : and
the heavens are the work of thy hands.
26 They shall perish, but thou shalt endure : they all shall wax old as doth
a garment;
27 And as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed :
but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.
28 The children of thy servants shall continue : and their seed shall stand
fast in thy sight.
Old Testament
Wisdom of Solomon 1.16-2.1, 12-22
But ungodly men with their works and words called it to them: for when
they thought to have it their friend, they consumed to nought, and made
a covenant with it, because they are worthy to take part with it. For the
ungodly said, reasoning with themselves, but not aright, Our life is short
and tedious, and in the death of a man there is no remedy: neither was
there any man known to have returned from the grave...
Therefore let us lie in wait for the righteous; because he is not for our
turn, and he is clean contrary to our doings: he upbraideth us with our
offending the law, and objecteth to our infamy the transgressings of our
education. He professeth to have the knowledge of God: and he calleth
himself the child of the Lord. He was made to reprove our thoughts. He
is grievous unto us even to behold: for his life is not like other men's, his
ways are of another fashion. We are esteemed of him as counterfeits: he
abstaineth from our ways as from filthiness: he pronounceth the end of
the just to be blessed, and maketh his boast that God is his father. Let us
see if his words be true: and let us prove what shall happen in the end of
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him. For if the just man be the son of God, he will help him, and deliver
him from the hand of his enemies. Let us examine him with
despitefulness and torture, that we may know his meekness, and prove
his patience. Let us condemn him with a shameful death: for by his own
saying he shall be respected. Such things they did imagine, and were
deceived: for their own wickedness hath blinded them. As for the
mysteries of God, they kn ew them not: neither hoped they for the
wages of righteousness, nor discerned a reward for blameless souls.
New Testament
St John 13.21-32
When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and
said,Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. Then the
disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he spake. Now there
was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved.
Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should ask who it should
be of whom he spake. He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto him,
Lord, who is it? Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when
I have dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas
Iscariot, the son of Simon. And after the sop Satan entered into him.
Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly. Now no man at
the table knew for what intent he spake this unto him. For some of
them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said unto him,
Buy those things that we have need of against the feast; or, that he should
give something to the poor. He then having received the sop went
immediately out: and it was night. Therefore, when he was gone out,
Jesus said, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If
God be glorified in him, God shall also glorify him in himself, and shall
straightway glorify him.
Evening Prayer
Psalter
Psalm 88.
O LORD God of my salvation, I have cried day and night before thee : O
let my prayer enter into thy presence, incline thine ear unto my calling.
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2 For my soul is full of trouble : and my life draweth nigh unto hell.
3 I am counted as one of them that go down into the pit : and I have
been even as a man that hath no strength.
4 Free among the dead, like unto them that are wounded, and lie in the
grave : who are out of remembrance, and are cut away from thy hand.
5 Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit : in a place of darkness, and in the
deep.
6 Thine indignation lieth hard upon me : and thou hast vexed me with all
thy storms.
7 Thou hast put away mine acquaintance far from me : and made me to
be abhorred of them.
8 I am so fast in prison : that I cannot get forth.
9 My sight faileth for very trouble : Lord, I have called daily upon thee, I
have stretched forth my hands unto thee.
10 Dost thou shew wonders among the dead : or shall the dead rise up
again, and praise thee?
11 Shall thy loving-kindness be shewed in the grave : or thy faithfulness in
destruction?
12 Shall thy wondrous works be known in the dark : and thy
righteousness in the land where all things are forgotten?
13 Unto thee have I cried, O Lord : and early shall my prayer come
before thee.
14 Lord, why abhorrest thou my soul : and hidest thou thy face from me?
15 I am in misery, and like unto him that is at the point to die : even from
my youth up thy terrors have I suffered with a troubled mind.
16 Thy wrathful displeasure goeth over me : and the fear of thee hath
undone me.
17 They came round about me daily like water : and compassed me
together on every side.
18 My lovers and friends hast thou put away from me : and hid mine
acquaintance out of my sight.
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Old Testament
Isaiah 63.1-9
Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah?
this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his
strength? I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save. Wherefore art
thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the
winefat? I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there
was none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them
in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I
will stain all my raiment. For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and
the year of my redeemed is come. And I looked, and there was none to
help; and I wondered that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own
arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me. And I will
tread down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my fury,
and I will bring down their strength to the earth. I will mention the
loving kindnesses of the LORD, and the praises of the LORD, according
to all that the LORD hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness
toward the house of Israel, which he hath bestowed on them according
to his mercies, and according to the multitude of his loving kindnesses.
For he said, Surely they are my people, children that will not lie: so he
was their Saviour. In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of
his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old.
New Testament
Revelation 14.18-15.4
And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire;
and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust
in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for
her grapes are fully ripe. And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth,
and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of
the wrath of God. And the winepress was trodden without the city, and
blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the
space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs. And I saw another sign in
heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the seven last plagues;
for in them is filled up the wrath of God. And I saw as it were a sea of
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glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the
beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his
name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. And they sing
the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying,
Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true
are thy ways, thou King of saints. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and
glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and
worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.

Maundy Thursday
Morning Prayer
Psalter
Psalm 42
LIKE as the hart desireth the water-brooks : so longeth my soul after
thee, O God.
2 My soul is athirst for God, yea, even for the living God : when shall I
come to appear before the presence of God?
3 My tears have been my meat day and night : while they daily say unto
me, Where is now thy God?
4 Now when I think thereupon, I pour out my heart by myself : for I went
with the multitude, and brought them forth into the house of God;
5 In the voice of praise and thanksgiving : among such as keep holy-day.
6 Why art thou so full of heaviness, O my soul : and why art thou so
disquieted within me?
7 Put thy trust in God : for I will yet give him thanks for the help of his
countenance.
8 My God, my soul is vexed within me : therefore will I remember thee
concerning the land of Jordan, and the little hill of Hermon.
9 One deep calleth another, because of the noise of the water-pipes : all
thy waves and storms are gone over me.
10 The Lord hath granted his loving-kindness in the day-time : and in the
night-season did I sing of him, and made my prayer unto the God of my
life.
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11 I will say unto the God of my strength, Why hast thou forgotten me :
why go I thus heavily, while the enemy oppresseth me?
12 My bones are smitten asunder as with a sword : while mine enemies
that trouble me cast me in the teeth;
13 Namely, while they say daily unto me : Where is now thy God?
14 Why art thou so vexed, O my soul : and why art thou so disquieted
within me?
15 O put thy trust in God : for I will yet thank him, which is the help of
my countenance, and my God.
Psalm 43
GIVE sentence with me, O God, and defend my cause against the ungodly
people : O deliver me from the deceitful and wicked man.
2 For thou art the God of my strength, why hast thou put me from
thee : and why go I so heavily, while the enemy oppresseth me?
3 O send out thy light and thy truth, that they may lead me : and bring me
unto thy holy hill, and to thy dwelling.
4 And that I may go unto the altar of God, even unto the God of my joy
and gladness : and upon the harp will I give thanks unto thee, O God, my
God.
5 Why art thou so heavy, O my soul : and why art thou so disquieted
within me?
6 O put thy trust in God : for I will yet give him thanks, which is the help
of my countenance, and my God.
Old Testament
Leviticus 16.2-24
And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he
come not at all times into the holy place within the vail before the mercy
seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud
upon the mercy seat. Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place: with a
young bullock for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering. He shall
put on the holy linen coat, and he shall have the linen breeches upon his
flesh, and shall be girded with a linen girdle, and with the linen mitre shall
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he be attired: these are holy garments; therefore shall he wash his flesh in
water, and so put them on. And he shall take of the congregation of the
children of Israel two kids of the goats for a sin offering, and one ram for
a burnt offering. And Aaron shall offer his bullock of the sin offering,
which is for himself, and make an atonement for himself, and for his
house. And he shall take the two goats, and present them before the
LORD at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. And Aaron
shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the LORD, and the other
lot for the scapegoat. And Aaron shall bring the goat upon which the
LORD's lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering. But the goat, on which
the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the
LORD, to make an atonement with him, and to let him go for a scapegoat
into the wilderness. And Aaron shall bring the bullock of the sin offering,
which is for himself, and shall make an atonement for himself, and for his
house, and shall kill the bullock of the sin offering which is for himself:
And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar
before the LORD, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and
bring it within the vail: And he shall put the incense upon the fire before
the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is
upon the testimony, that he die not: And he shall take of the blood of the
bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy seat eastward; and
before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven
times. Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, that is for the
people, and bring his blood within the vail, and do with that blood as he
did with the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat,
and before the mercy seat: And he shall make an atonement for the holy
place, because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and because of
their transgressions in all their sins: and so shall he do for the tabernacle
of the congregation, that remaineth among them in the midst of their
uncleanness. And there shall be no man in the tabernacle of the
congregation when he goeth in to make an atonement in the holy place,
until he come out, and have made an atonement for himself, and for his
household, and for all the congregation of Israel. And he shall go out
unto the altar that is before the LORD, and make an atonement for it;
and shall take of the blood of the bullock, and of the blood of the goat,
and put it upon the horns of the altar round about. And he shall sprinkle
of the blood upon it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it, and hallow
it from the uncleanness of the children of Israel. And when he hath made
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an end of reconciling the holy place, and the tabernacle of the
congregation, and the altar, he shall bring the live goat: And Aaron shall lay
both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all
the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all
their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him
away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: And the goat shall bear
upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited: and he shall let go
the goat in the wilderness. And Aaron shall come into the tabernacle of
the congregation, and shall put off the linen garments, which he put on
when he went into the holy place, and shall leave them there: And he shall
wash his flesh with water in the holy place, and put on his garments, and
come forth, and offer his burnt offering, and the burnt offering of the
people, and make an atonement for himself, and for the people.
New Testament
St John 13.1-17, 31b-35
Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was
come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having
loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. And
supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas
Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him; Jesus knowing that the Father had
given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went
to God; He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a
towel, and girded himself. After that he poureth water into a bason, and
began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel
wherewith he was girded. Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter
saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? Jesus answered and said
unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know
hereafter.
Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered
him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.
Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and
my head. Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash
his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. For he knew
who should betray him; therefore said he,Ye are not all clean.
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So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was
set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? Ye
call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I then, your Lord
and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's
feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done
to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his
lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. If ye know
these things, happy are ye if ye do them… Now is the Son of man
glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God be glorified in him, God shall
also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway glorify him. Little
children, yet a little while I am with you.Ye shall seek me: and as I said
unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you. A new
commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved
you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are
my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
Evening Prayer
Psalter
Psalm 39
I SAID, I will take heed to my ways : that I offend not in my tongue.
2 I will keep my mouth as it were with a bridle : while the ungodly is in
my sight.
3 I held my tongue, and spake nothing : I kept silence, yea, even from good
words; but it was pain and grief to me.
4 My heart was hot within me, and while I was thus musing the fire
kindled : and at the last I spake with my tongue;
5 Lord, let me know mine end, and the number of my days : that I may be
certified how long I have to live.
6 Behold, thou hast made my days as it were a span long : and mine age is
even as nothing in respect of thee; and verily every man living is
altogether vanity.
7 For man walketh in a vain shadow, and disquieteth himself in vain : he
heapeth up riches, and cannot tell who shall gather them.
8 And now, Lord, what is my hope : truly my hope is even in thee.
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9 Deliver me from all mine offences : and make me not a rebuke unto the
foolish.
10 I became dumb, and opened not my mouth : for it was thy doing.
11 Take thy plague away from me : I am even consumed by the means of
thy heavy hand.
12 When thou with rebukes dost chasten man for sin, thou makest his
beauty to consume away, like as it were a moth fretting a garment : every
man therefore is but vanity.
13 Hear my prayer, O Lord, and with thine ears consider my calling : hold
not thy peace at my tears.
14 For I am a stranger with thee : and a sojourner, as all my fathers were.
15 O spare me a little, that I may recover my strength : before I go
hence, and be no more seen.
Old Testament
Exodus 11
And the LORD said unto Moses,Yet will I bring one plague more upon
Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: when he
shall let you go, he shall surely thrust you out hence altogether. Speak
now in the ears of the people, and let every man borrow of his
neighbour, and every woman of her neighbour, jewels of silver and jewels
of gold. And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the
Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt,
in the sight of Pharaoh's servants, and in the sight of the people. And
Moses said, Thus saith the LORD, About midnight will I go out into the
midst of Egypt: And all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from
the first born of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the
firstborn of the maidservant that is behind the mill; and all the firstborn
of beasts. And there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt,
such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it any more. But against
any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man
or beast: that ye may know how that the LORD doth put a difference
between the Egyptians and Israel. And all these thy servants shall come
down unto me, and bow down themselves unto me, saying, Get thee out,
and all the people that follow thee: and after that I will go out. And he
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went out from Pharaoh in a great anger. And the LORD said unto
Moses, Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you; that my wonders may be
multiplied in the land of Egypt. And Moses and Aaron did all these
wonders before Pharaoh: and the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, so
that he would not let the children of Israel go out of his land.
New Testament
Ephesians 2.11-18
Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh,
who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision
in the flesh made by hands; That at that time ye were without Christ,
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: But
now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the
blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath
broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished
in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in
ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making
peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the
cross, having slain the enmity thereby: And came and preached peace to
you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. For through him
we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.

Good Friday
Morning Prayer
Psalter
Psalm 69
SAVE me, O God : for the waters are come in, even unto my soul.
2 I stick fast in the deep mire, where no ground is : I am come into deep
waters, so that the floods run over me.
3 I am weary of crying; my throat is dry : my sight faileth me for waiting
so long upon my God.
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4 They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my
head : they that are mine enemies, and would destroy me guiltless, are
mighty.
5 I paid them the things that I never took : God, thou knowest my
simpleness, and my faults are not hid from thee.
6 Let not them that trust in thee, O Lord God of hosts, be ashamed for
my cause : let not those
that seek thee be confounded through me, O Lord God of Israel.
7 And why? for thy sake have I suffered reproof : shame hath covered my
face.
8 I am become a stranger unto my brethren : even an alien unto my
mother's children.
9 For the zeal of thine house hath even eaten me: and the rebukes of
them that rebuked thee are fallen upon me.
10 I wept, and chastened myself with fasting : and that was turned to my
reproof.
11 I put on sackcloth also : and they jested upon me.
12 They that sit in the gate speak against me : and the drunkards make
songs upon me.
13 But, Lord, I make my prayer unto thee : in an acceptable time.
14 Hear me, O God, in the multitude of thy mercy : even in the truth of
thy salvation.
15 Take me out of the mire, that I sink not : O let me be delivered from
them that hate me, and out of the deep waters.
16 Let not the water-flood drown me, neither let the deep swallow me
up : and let not the pit shut her mouth upon me.
17 Hear me, O Lord, for thy loving-kindness is comfortable : turn thee
unto me according to the multitude of thy mercies.
18 And hide not thy face from thy servant, for I am in trouble : O haste
thee, and hear me.
19 Draw nigh unto my soul, and save it : O deliver me, because of mine
enemies.
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20 Thou hast known my reproof, my shame, and my dishonour : mine
adversaries are all in thy sight.
21 Thy rebuke hath broken my heart; I am full of heaviness : I looked for
some to have pity on me, but there was no man, neither found I any to
comfort me.
22 They gave me gall to eat : and when I was thirsty they gave me vinegar
to drink.
23 Let their table be made a snare to take themselves withal : and let the
things that should have been for their wealth be unto them an occasion
of falling.
24 Let their eyes be blinded, that they see not : and ever bow thou down
their backs.
25 Pour out thine indignation upon them : and let thy wrathful
displeasure take hold of them.
26 Let their habitation be void : and no man to dwell in their tents.
27 For they persecute him whom thou hast smitten : and they talk how
they may vex them whom thou hast wounded.
28 Let them fall from one wickedness to an-other: and not come into thy
righteousness.
29 Let them be wiped out of the book of the living : and not be written
among the righteous.
30 As for me, when I am poor and in heaviness : thy help, O God, shall lift
me up.
31 I will praise the Name of God with a song : and magnify it with
thanksgiving.
32 This also shall please the Lord : better than a bullock that hath horns
and hoofs.
33 The humble shall consider this, and be glad : seek ye after God, and
your soul shall live.
34 For the Lord heareth the poor : and despiseth not his prisoners.
35 Let heaven and earth praise him : the sea, and all that moveth therein.
36 For God will save Sion, and build the cities of Judah : that men may
dwell there, and have it in possession.
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37 The posterity also of his servants shall inherit it : and they that love his
Name shall dwell therein.
Old Testament
Genesis 22.1-18
And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and
said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. And he said, Take
now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into
the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of
the mountains which I will tell thee of. And Abraham rose up early in the
morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him,
and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up,
and went unto the place of which God had told him. Then on the third
day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. And Abraham
said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will
go yonder and worship, and come again to you. And Abraham took the
wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the
fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together. And
Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said,
Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where
is the lamb for a burnt offering? And Abraham said, My son, God will
provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them
together. And they came to the place which God had told him of; and
Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac
his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. And Abraham
stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. And the angel
of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham:
and he said, Here am I. And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad,
neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest
God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. And
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram
caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and
offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. And Abraham
called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the
mount of the LORD it shall be seen. And the angel of the LORD called
unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, And said, By myself have I
sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast
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not withheld thy son, thine only son: That in blessing I will bless thee, and
in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the
sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of
his enemies; And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed;
because thou hast obeyed my voice.
New Testament
St John 18
When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples
over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he entered,
and his disciples. And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for
Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples. Judas then, having
received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees,
cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. Jesus therefore,
knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto
them, Whom seek ye? They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith
unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them.
As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and
fell to the ground. Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And they
said, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if
therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: That the saying might be
fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou gavest me have I lost none.
Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's
servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus. Then
said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it? Then the band and the captain
and officers of the Jews took Jesus, and bound him, And led him away to
Annas first; for he was father in law to Caiaphas, which was the high
priest that same year. Now Caiaphas was he, which gave counsel to the
Jews, that it was expedient that one man should die for the people. And
Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple: that disciple was
known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus into the palace of the
high priest. But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out that
other disciple, which was known unto the high priest, and spake unto her
that kept the door, and brought in Peter. Then saith the damsel that kept
the door unto Peter, Art not thou also one of this man's disciples? He
saith, I am not. And the servants and officers stood there, who had made
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a fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed themselves: and Peter
stood with them, and warmed himself. The high priest then asked Jesus
of his disciples, and of his doctrine. Jesus answered him, I spake openly to
the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the
Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing. Why askest thou
me? ask them which heard me, what I have said unto them: behold, they
know what I said.
And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck
Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high priest so?
Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if
well, why smitest thou me? Now Annas had sent him bound unto
Caiaphas the high priest. And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself.
They said therefore unto him, Art not thou also one of his disciples? He
denied it, and said, I am not. One of the servants of the high priest, being
his kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the
garden with him? Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock
crew. Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it
was early; and they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they
should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover. Pilate then went
out unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye against this man? They
answered and said unto him, If he were not a malefactor, we would not
have delivered him up unto thee. Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye
him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore said unto
him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death: That the saying of
Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spake, signifying what death he should
die. Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and
said unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews? Jesus answered him, Sayest
thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me? Pilate
answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have
delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done? Jesus answered, My
kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then
would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but
now is my kingdom not from hence. Pilate therefore said unto him, Art
thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end
was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear
witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.
Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went
out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all.
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But ye have a custom, that I should release unto you one at the
passover: will ye therefore that I release unto you the King of the Jews?
Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now
Barabbas was a robber.
Evening Prayer
Psalter
Psalm 130
OUT of the deep have I called unto thee, O Lord : Lord, hear my voice.
2 O let thine ears consider well : the voice of my complaint.
3 If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is done amiss : O Lord,
who may abide it?
4 For there is mercy with thee : therefore shalt thou be feared.
5 I look for the Lord; my soul doth wait for him : in his word is my trust.
6 My soul fleeth unto the Lord : before the morning watch, I say, before
the morning watch.
7 O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy : and with
him is plenteous redemption.
8 And he shall redeem Israel : from all his sins.
Psalm 143
HEAR my prayer, O Lord, and consider my desire : hearken unto me for
thy truth and righteousness' sake.
2 And enter not into judgement with thy servant: for in thy sight shall no
man living be justified.
3 For the enemy hath persecuted my soul; he hath smitten my life down
to the ground : he hath laid me in the darkness, as the men that have
been long dead.
4 Therefore is my spirit vexed within me : and my heart within me is
desolate.
5 Yet do I remember the time past; I muse upon all thy works : yea, I
exercise myself in the works of thy hands.
6 I stretch forth my hands unto thee : my soul gaspeth unto thee as a
thirsty land.
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7 Hear me, O Lord, and that soon, for my spirit waxeth faint : hide not
thy face from me, lest I be like unto them that go down into the pit.
8 O let me hear thy loving-kindness betimes in the morning, for in thee is
my trust : shew thou me the way that I should walk in, for I lift up my
soul unto thee.
9 Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies : for I flee unto thee to hide
me.
10 Teach me to do the thing that pleaseth thee, for thou art my God : let
thy loving Spirit lead me forth into the land of righteousness.
11 Quicken me, O Lord, for thy Name's sake : and for thy righteousness'
sake bring my soul out of trouble.
12 And of thy goodness slay mine enemies : and destroy all them that vex
my soul; for I am thy servant.
Old Testament
Lamentations 5.15-end
The joy of our heart is ceased; our dance is turned into mourning. The
crown is fallen from our head: woe unto us, that we have sinned! For this
our heart is faint; for these things our eyes are dim. Because of the
mountain of Zion, which is desolate, the foxes walk upon it. Thou, O
LORD, remainest for ever; thy throne from generation to generation.
Wherefore dost thou forget us for ever, and forsake us so long time?
Turn thou us unto thee, O LORD, and we shall be turned; renew our
days as of old. But thou hast utterly rejected us; thou art very wroth
against us.
New Testament
St John 19.38-end
And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly
for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of
Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of
Jesus. And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus
by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred
pound weight. Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen
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clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury. Now in the
place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new
sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. There laid they Jesus
therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; for the sepulchre was
nigh at hand.

Easter Eve
Morning Prayer
Psalter
Psalm 142
I CRIED unto the Lord with my voice : yea, even unto the Lord did I
make my supplication.
2 I poured out my complaints before him : and shewed him of my
trouble.
3 When my spirit was in heaviness thou knewest my path : in the way
wherein I walked have they privily laid a snare for me.
4 I looked also upon my right hand : and saw there was no man that
would know me.
5 I had no place to flee unto : and no man cared for my soul.
6 I cried unto thee, O Lord, and said : Thou art my hope, and my portion
in the land of the living.
7 Consider my complaint : for I am brought very low.
8 O deliver me from my persecutors : for they are too strong for me.
9 Bring my soul out of prison, that I may give thanks unto thy Name :
which thing if thou wilt grant me, then shall the righteous resort unto my
company.
Old Testament
Hosea 6.1-6
Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will
heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. After two days will he
revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight.
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Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth
is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the
latter and former rain unto the earth. O Ephraim, what shall I do unto
thee? O Judah, what shall I do unto thee? for your goodness is as a
morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away. Therefore have I
hewed them by the prophets; I have slain them by the words of my
mouth: and thy judgments are as the light that goeth forth. For I desired
mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt
offerings.
New Testament
St John 2.18-22
Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto
us, seeing that thou doest these things? Jesus answered and said unto
them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. Then said
the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou
rear it up in three days? But he spake of the temple of his body. When
therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he
had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word
which Jesus had said.
Evening Prayer
Psalter
Psalm 116
I AM well pleased : that the Lord hath heard the voice of my prayer;
2 That he hath inclined his ear unto me : therefore will I call upon him as
long as I live.
3 The snares of death compassed me round about : and the pains of hell
gat hold upon me.
4 I shall find trouble and heaviness, and I will call upon the Name of the
Lord : O Lord, I beseech thee, deliver my soul.
5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous : yea, our God is merciful.
6 The Lord preserveth the simple : I was in misery, and he helped me.
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7 Turn again then unto thy rest, O my soul : for the Lord hath rewarded
thee.
8 And why? thou hast delivered my soul from death : mine eyes from
tears, and my feet from falling.
9 I will walk before the Lord : in the land of the living.
10 I believed, and therefore will I speak; but I was sore troubled : I said in
my haste, All men are liars.
11 What reward shall I give unto the Lord : for all the benefits that he
hath done unto me?
12 I will receive the cup of salvation : and call upon the Name of the
Lord.
13 I will pay my vows now in the presence of all his people : right dear in
the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.
14 Behold, O Lord, how that I am thy servant : I am thy servant, and the
son of thine handmaid; thou hast broken my bonds in sunder.
15 I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving : and will call upon the
Name of the Lord.
16 I will pay my vows unto the Lord, in the sight of all his people : in the
courts of the Lord's house, even in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem. Praise
the Lord.
Old Testament
Job 19.21-27
Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye my friends; for the hand of
God hath touched me. Why do ye persecute me as God, and are not
satisfied with my flesh? Oh that my words were now written! oh that
they were printed in a book! That they were graven with an iron pen and
lead in the rock for ever! For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that
he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after my skin
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: Whom I shall
see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my
reins be consumed within me.
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New Testament
1 John 5.5-12
Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is
the Son of God? This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus
Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that
beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth. For there are three that bear
record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these
three are one. And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit,
and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. If we receive
the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness
of God which he hath testified of his Son. He that believeth on the Son
of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made
him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.
And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life
is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son
of God hath not life.

39.

Rights in The Authorised Version of the Holy Bible and The Book of Common Prayer are vested in the Crown.
Reproduced in the United Kingdom by permission of the Crown's patentee, Cambridge University Press.

40.

